Brown § now

Folks in Central Maine

AUGUSTA, Maine — (UPl) — tracking this thing or what caused
i
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Snow falling-in central Maine was
dirty even before it touched the

He said the dirty snow should not

ground and no one seemed to know be dangerous, or a health hazard,

why. but was jusiw_‘
\

Thd_spow started turning yellow non.”
or¢Grange-brownylate Friday after- —_—
noon. Bewildered residents started

putting calls through to the Bureau
of Air Quality Control for answers.

Officials at the Department of
Environmental Protection were just
as confounded by the occurrence.

“we've taken samples and put
them in the refrigerator for tests,” |
said David Leake, the DEP's publicy
information director. *Evidently, it
ranges from a yellowish color to an
orangey-brown color. We don't
have any way of knowing what's
causing it."”

Leake urged residents every-
where in the state to write the
agency if they notice discolored
snow in their communities.

“We know it's happened in cen-
tral Maine." said Leake. “But we|
want to know what kind of area
this stuff fell over, for some idea of |
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MURFREESBORO, Tenn. (AP) — A
tornado ripped through a gymnasium
roof Monday, destroyed gix homes, lev-
eled three building@ and
injured two persons.

Elam Carlton, superintendent at |
Oakland High School, said: “The roof |
was b/own off part of the gymnasium,
and there was scattered damage
throughout the school. Many of the stu-
dents were inside when it hit, but there
were no emergency procedures under
way because it hit witl;gut warning.”
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North

The season's “first real nor east-
# er” plastered the Northeast with up
*to a foot of snow Friday, shutting
fdown schoolg, darkening homes and
4giving commuters Tits In The slushy
.~ big cities.

~ At least four deaths were attrib-

uted to the storm which moved in

late Thursday and spent the night
~unloading snow and freezing rain
from Virginia- to northern New
England.

Snow was up to 13 inches deep in
the mountains of New York and
five inches deep in -Manhattan.
Maryland got about seven inches

stdanAek e s

with up to a foot expected in some
of the mountains.

TWO PEOPLE were killed on
slick highways in New York, one in
Maryland and one in Pennsylvania.

Meanwhile, flooding hit parts of
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da and residents of Ocean City, Md.,
were patching up damage from gale
winds Thursday night that ripped
' Yhe roofs off two beachfront motels
¥ and caused widespread beach ero-
sion. R

-+ “1 heard, like, trumpets gt;i‘n'g
through my house,” said Dennis
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‘® Sesplankis, manager of the Gate-

* way motel in Ocean City. “It was a
3 weird experience. We Jost about
{ four rooms completely — torn off
< and blown away."

and depths: across New England
ranged from three to six inches,

South Carolina and ‘northern Flori-

#Snow, Rain Plaster .

'Big C_itieé

TR

Soclated Press MO An earthen dam holding back a

rain-swollen 100-acre lake near
Fairfax, S.C., burst Friday morning,
sending water five feet deep across
U.S. 321 and knocking out two
bridges and secondary roads. It sent
a 50-foot wide stream of water
across about six miles of woods and
farmlands, washing away the foun-
dation of one unoccupied house.

In the Virginia suburbs of Wash-
ington, freezing rain that turned te
snow during the night toppled trees

onto ¢power) lines, blacking out
15,000 homes. B i
‘-—-__"-‘_-"'.

BOSTON SCHOOL children gof
an extra holiday as the storm
brought three inches of snow, plus
rains that flooded parts of the Mas:
sachusetts Turnpike and Route 1.

“A lot of cars are getting washec
out when they hit the water,” saic
Massachusetts State Police Cpl
Paul Beloff.

Rush-hour traffic’ also wa
snarled in New York City, wher:
the overnight snow turned to rai
and hail and then back into snow. /
multiple bus-car accident in th
Lincoln Tunnel between Manhatta
and New Jersey backed up traffi
for miles.

On Long Island, police said man
cars were disabled along the Lon
Island Expressway and the Sez
ford-Oyster Bay Expressway. On
officer described it as *'a mess, wit
cars all over the place.”
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Unseasonaljstorm batters Northeast: fi

By DAVID L. LANGFORD ’
of The Assoclated Press i

Newborn spring threw a tantrum Saturday, as-

saulting the Northeast with roof-ripping winds, heavy
snows and driving rains that caused the worst floods
in 25 years in some areas,

Communities were awash across New York and

New England, where up to 9 inches of rain fell. Many
bridges were gone, water was waist deep across some |
roads and highways. Hundreds of families abandoned
their homes, others were isolated.

At least five persons were killed in weather-relat-

&d accidents Friday and Saturdgy. They included a
26-year-old Maryland woman blown into the path of

an oncoming car in the suburbs of Washington, where
winds were clocked at more than 60 mph. [

While gale-force winds pounded the Eastern states

i from Virginia to New England, 2 feet of snow were |
dumped in parts of western New York state near
Buffelo and parts of northwestern New Jersey and
Massachusetts got at least a foot. -

"It looks like we've got kind of an isolated section

| of New Jersey that's getting clobbered,” said Ben
i Scott, chief meteorologist at the weather service bu-

. reau at Newark International Airport,

“Some places

+ had 10 to 12 inches and it's still coming down.”

i
!

Flooding caused the greatest problems in upstate |

New York.

“We've got people stranded all over the place,”

said Sheriff Thomas Mayone in Ulster County, N.Y., |
_one of the regions under a state of emergency. “It'sa '
heck of a mess.”

| blocked two state highways. But many of the resi-

The Town of Middleburgh in Schoharie County,

N.Y., was cut off from the outside world as floods |

| dents had been evacuated Friday when the creeks
| started to rise.

1

All roads in Kingston, N.Y., were closed and 60 to
80 families were evacuated.’Also hard hit by flash
floods were the New York towns of ‘Woodstock,
Saugerties, Olive, New Paltz and Shandaken.

The National Weather Service said the flooding in
parts of New York and New England was the worst
since 1955, the year of the last major flood in the
Northeast. The town of Tannersville in southeastern
New York State had received 9 inches of rain since
Friday morning.

In Massachusetts, where the Westfield River
surged over its banks after 3 inches of rain fell, West-
field Police Chief Gerald O'Connor also said the water
was the highest it's been in his city since the 1955
flood. !

Students attending a dance at a high school in

Huntington, Mass., found their routes home blocked
by water. While state police led some of them home'in
& convoy, 23 students and a dozen adults spent the
night in the school. At 3 a.m. they were playing
basketball in the gym. =7
Massachusetts police closed several stretches of
U.S 20 between West Springfield and the Berkshires
hilltown of Becket. :
Winds clocked at more than 60 mph Friday night
at National Airport in Washington knocked out seores
of windows in high-rise buildings in the Virginia
suburbs of Arlington and Alexandria. w4 |
alling trees damaged houses an&r@!ghum_
in several areas around Washington,.and
winds toppled some trucks on the highways.
Winds in the Newark, N.J., area lifted the entire
roof from a bank and part of the roof of a department
store. ;
Heavy rain and thunderstorms on Friday also
caused flooding in Mississippi and Tennessee and at
least 17 persons were injured when tornadoes touched
down in Alabama and Georgia. . i
In New York, the giant twin towers of the World
Trade Center swayed in 50 mph winds Friday, trig-
gering omatic that briefly trapped .60
‘peoplg in high-speed express elevators. <
winds in Los Angeles ripped a bench from
the pavement and hurled a 73-year-old woman 50 feet
into the street, but she escaped serious injury.
In Detroit, electrical service was out in some
homes and busfResses for as Tong as 18 hours, after a
storm swept into southeastern Michigan early Friday.
In Jackson, Miss., the Pearl River flooded city
streets, and flash flooding in Tennessee forced evacua-
tions in Nashville, Chattanooga, and Fayetteville.
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G’Bwer fails, homes 30 dark as sun rises

' -_d uipment, failure today ply 6.401
homes info dar egqu just as many persons were preparing to leave fox;

“work. . P ) e
The outage hit three substations from Felida north to Ridgefield and

asted up to an hour. ) )
: s‘élarkpC_ounty Public Utility District spokesman Mick Shutt said the
substations were knocked out when a Bonneville Power Administration
transmission line shut down as if there were a short in the neighborhood

istribution system. ) ) )
dlslg%?)mcrewz checked main lines and, finding nothing amiss, flipped
switches, returning power. One area had its lights restored after 35
minutes but most were closer to one hour, startgng at 6:?0 a.m.

‘In Ridgefield, postmaster Chet Scott said carriers had to use
flashlights to sort mail. He laughed and added: :I thoug!?'t (Mount) St.
Helens had erupted, and we were all covered up with ashes. '
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owerful spring storms

bring blizzards, floods
l_m‘:%z?

By United Press ational

Powerful storms brought torrential
rains and a blinding blizzard on the first
weekend of spring. Floods claimed at least
four lives and a fifth person was pre-
sumed drowned.

A flash-flood warning was in effect
Monday for Connecticut and flash-flood
watches were posted for parts of Illinois,
Tennessee, Mississippi and Mlabama.
Heavy weekend rains iorced
New York families from thei

A concoction of rain, sleg
whistling winds hi hien
ing, temporarilX_knocking out
at least three suburban Des Moines towns.
The National WeatheF Service said the
state could expect 3 inches of snow.

A blizzard warning was issued Sunday
night for southwestern and south-central
Kansas. In parts of the state, 35 mph
wind, whipping as much as 15 inches ‘of
snow, made traveling almost impossible.

In New York, the Red Cross said more
than one-quarter of the evacuated families
lived in Schoharie County. Many rivers in
central and scutheastern New York
reached their highest levels in several
years.

A man trapped in his car in the Greene
County hamlet of Leeds was washed
away Saturday by the flooding Catskill
Creek, troopers said.

State police reported another storm-
related fatality when Randall Wood, 19, a
Hobart College freshman from Auburn,
Mass., was killed when he fell into a run-
off gorge of Seneca Lake south of Geneva
early Saturday.

In Connecticut, two youths died and a

-Flood-gé@%ﬁeoﬁmmding |

third man w. resumed drowned in
weekend boating accidents on rivers
swollen by 5 inches of rain.

John Throckmorton, 16, and John Sus-
senguth, 17, both of Wilton, were swept
into the gushing Norwalk River in Wilton
and drowned after a raft they and another
teen were riding capsized. Gregory Wil-
son, 16, was pulled to safety by police and
later treated for exposure and released.

In another boating accident, police
called off a search at nightfall Sunday for
Donald Cornwall, 44, of North Haven,
who was presumed drowned when a
canoe he and a companion were in cap-
sized as it went over a falls on the Mill
River in Sleeping Giant State Park. The
search resumed Monday.

The Connecticut River crested at 2 to 3
three feet above its 16-foot flood stage
and the Housatonic crested but was ex-
pected to be above flood stage until Mon-
day. 3 1

Northern Mississippi residents braced |
under a flash-flood watch Sunday night as |
a new storm system threatened to dump
more rain on the state's already swollen
rivers and streams.

“The ground is still saturated from last
week's heavy rainfall,” the Weather Ser-
vice said. “Therefore, most of what falls
tonight will run off inte streams and riv- L
ers that are already swollen.”

In Kansas, a Dodge City resident said-
the conditions were dangerous there, as
drifting snow and 30 to 35 mph wind
made travel hazardous.

. “Everybody’s just kind of dug in,” said
Frank Guff of Dodge City. “Nobody has
any business being outside.” -

s

LAKE ELSINORE, Calif.
(UPI) — Flood-swollen
Lake Elsinore — now
three times its normal size
— has finally started to re-
cede.

The U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers measured a
nearly half-inch drop in
the water level Saturday,
the first time the spreading
lake has stopped growing
in more than a month.

The lake crested Friday
at 1,265.72 feet above sea
level — 20 feet deeper
than it was earlier this
vear — then fell four-
tenths of an inch Saturday.
Officials said the trend
will continue if there are

no heavy rains.

The rising waters left
many homes submerged —
rooftops pock the lake sur-
face and utility poles poke
out of the murky marsh.

Riverside County
spokesman John Jacobs
said up to 300 houses, mo-
bile homes and busineses
were flooded, and 230
more were damaged. Near-
ly 700 permanent trailers
and mobile homes, and 250
permanent businesses
were damaged or moved to
higher ground.

The small resort com-
munity suffered an es-
timated $34 million in

damage — $25 million to
private property and at
least $8.7 million to public
property.

o v

+

| Cgor
Blizzafd®>

maroons
travelers

JETMORE, Ka
100 travelers hudd
small southwestern
day after spending night on pews
and behind the pulpiffwhen they were
stranded by one of the \%orst blizzards
in the state this century.

e ——

The 135 unexpected guests at the
-Dnited Presbyterian Church, including a
baseball ‘team from a Colorado junior
college, were among thousands across
the state who took refuge from the
snowstorm at motels, National Guard
armories and even a city jail.

The storm left up to a foot of snow
in the Oklahoma Panhandle, where res-
cue crews freed dozens of people

stranded in snowbound vehicles Sunday
night. :

Near Dodge City, in western Kan-
8as, an armored personnel carrier was
pressed into service to break through
gnn.s and rescue more than 40 motor-
ists, some of whom had been stranded
in their cars for up to 16 hours. Drifts as
deep as 3 feet and abandoned cars pre-
vented snowplows from getting
through.

. '"The area is paralyzed,” said Phil
Spide’ler ol ﬁ"ﬁe ational Waather Ser-
vice in Topeka, Winds up to 45 mph
accompanied the fast-moving storm and |
reduced visibility to near zero in some |
spots.
- “You could write a novel about
this,” said the Rev. Stan Adamson of |
‘the church in Jetmore, which has a pop- F
ulation of about 1,000. He described |
how two young mothers and their chil-
dren were separated from other fami-
lies in their party when their car made
it to Jetmore but two other cars became
marooned north of town.

“They were really worried because
there were children in the other cars.
The mothers were here from 6 o’clock
until about 9:30, and then the sheriff
came in carrying the kids. It was quite a
poignant reunion. There were a lot of
tears and kisses,” Adamson said.

6P) — More than
in a church in this
ansas town Mon-
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