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Perhaps you had quite a chuckle, a year or so ago, when I informed you 9FC
that the SI's,..UF0 entitles that 1 work for and w1th...weru going to
create a world-drought as one, big, definitive experiment...and then
let their human representative, myself, PK Man, call the shots,...i.
name each-area, each drought-stricken area, to get relief...over th
globe (and in the ",5.)...thus rroving once and for all that I am indeed
the SI's single human 1ink with the himap race, and that they have the

powers to do such a thing.

BEY MY ""]',"';TT"‘ RS

Attached is a newsclip frow this morning's newspaper...indicating
the "merciless, searing" drourht nrc!alm' in the U.3., today.
I do not think...anyone is laughing now, at what I said some time ago.

If they are, they are idiots, and you can guote me on that,

‘axas. . Will ‘beegpecially vunished...for its treatment of me not long
ago (re the radio station and its backers; unfortunately, that is the
way the SI's work...they expect me to be well-received and wegll-treated
AS THEIR OWN REPRESENTATIVE {much like a ".5. ambassador would be

treated abroad) when I travel about, If T an tr1:
treated, then God help that geographical area, sta
(Lisc-people need have no worries,)

ced and/or badly
& Or COuntry.

France,.,.will be especially demonstrated upon (rather than punished)
with white~hot drmuchf combined with violent storms, lightning attacks,
hurricane approaches, powerful winds, power blackouts, etc....not by
the SI's (mho are chowﬁnj up Texas) but by myself, to demonstrate what
¥ can do "with half a brain".,.the 81 half.

Referring to the attached newsclip...of course I could bring rain and
storms at will...to any of the stricken areas. ut according tao

the terms of the 51 Scffﬂwfﬂ£w1r_ ¢ {world drought) which they outlined
some time ago, through me to you...I will not do so.

1f you think,..that my powers, through the "'0's, do not amount to a
"Sth world power',..wait, wait, until water practically vanishes

and the earth is scorchpd...then let me sce all the governments of the

~ o

world replace that water, and save that earth, with their wvast suro of
money and preat military establishments.
Cnly I...will be able to replace the water,..and repair the earth.
rhrough the infinite powers of the UX0's, of course 3
i ;
If any one of you...gave a poor reference to Dr. Poher...think about
] ¥ One ; . % 1
the above
You were doing a preat disservice not only to Dr, Poher, but to France,..
n were d ; : ;

o

and the entire world...in blocking the progress of the T70Q plan to
help this earth.
Sincerely,

W 3

?{wo{ (3ﬂ4f@l}_



PREDICTIONS FOR 1974 161
pro coaches, pro owners and pro players in past years. It will

7/’& 5o Eg (D be connected to the Mafia or Syndicate.

Religion. What religion? Eat a soda cracker, drink a
glass of wine, light some candles, chant hymns, handle rat-
tlesnakes, spcak with strange tongues and have a ball. Per-

CHAPTER 24 : sonally, I am waiting for the Second Coming. It is long over-
S Ted Owens: The PK Man due.

« .. President Nixon will not end in office. Something Celebrities, Passing away will be many of the greats.
most untsual will occur, and he wil either resign or be Show business’s loss will be incalculable during the year of
forced out of office.” G 1974. These personalities cannot be replaced with the current

This prediction by Ted Qwens was made in 1970 for our entertainers now gracing our television and movie screerns
1971 compilation of predictions. Whilc we have not yet seen with dull performances.

~Jt come to pass, tew people would have predicted such a pos-

sibility three years ago. An amazing man with genius level Earth Changes and Quakes. Worse than 1973, and torna-

1.Q., Ted Owens stands alone in his claims that he receives does then were unprecedented. The weather was also unprec-
his predictions from the Sls; Space Intelligences. Whoever is edented in a freakish way. Florida and California will be the
providing predictions to Owens is often incredibly accurate in unlucky participants of huge fires, quakes, storms, and other
an unusual way. While he seems to be a prophet of doom earth-damaging factors. The Midwest will be torn_up in
and gloom, Owens has compiled an impressive record for ac- worse fashion by weather in 1974, than in 1973. Drought will
curacy. strike the length of the United States in 1974. The lack of
According to Owens, he first came into contact with his water will really cripple farms and ranches. The cities and

extraterrestrial prophets ong evening in1965 when he was liv fowns of the United States will be dangerously short of
ing in Fort Worth, Texas. He and his daughter were driving _water. e
in the country when a cigar-shaped UFO suddenly appeared __The shortage of drinking water in the United States will be
over a field and floated toward their car, There was no nmoise . intense in 1974, due to the Great Drought. (I am going to
from the craft, but blue, red, white, and green lights flickered give it a name, since it will be with us for guite a long time.)
vividly from inside the UFO,

There was no dramatic comtact with space-suited aliens
landing to talk with Owens and his daughter. “From that day Yl
on my life changed radically,” Owens reported. “Space Intel-
ligence does the planning and the executing. I am just their
middle man, their go-between, and their front. Their purpose
in doing certain things is to make the authoritics listen, but
first they have to prove their existence to the skeptics.”

Owens points out that he has never met the Sls face to
face. He has not been given an outer space tour of another i
planet. He claims he has mental contact with the SIs, who g/ﬁ ] L? G)
use his brain as a receiving station for their telepathic mes- ’V/ §
sages. It is his contention that he can talk with them on his
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WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi-
dent Nixon resigned Thursday
We at noon_today,
ielimg the nation that ‘‘America
peeds a full-time president and 2
full-time Congress” freed of the
. ."pressures of Watergate and ‘im-'
peachment. .* T Y e
Nixon, in his final address
from the Oval Office of the White
House, said he leaves without bit=
terness toward his foes, with
thanks for those who have sup-
ported him through the ™o
.0of Water~’

o= ,__:,..--. 1euul !DdaY:*.

“The leadership of America
will be in good hands,” Nixon
said.

Nixon, his face grim but hig
voice steady, said he is stepping
aside in the national interest. His
base of support in Congress, he
said, has eroded to the point at
which he would not have backing
for the crucial decisions that con-
front the president.

ftam

Nixon was to disclose his deci-
sion to an expectant nation six
years to the dav.after he re-
ceived the Renublican nomina-
tion for President at the GOP
National Convention in Miami
Beach, Fla., on Aug. 8, 1968.

~Republic, eight presidents died in’
office, but none resigned.
A White House source said Kis-
. singer was instrumental in per-
. suading Nixon that the natin~
svoukd be best ser~? 7

-

- wwea aimost three dec-
-— ades in public life as representa-
.tive, senator, vice president,
.cilizen campaigner, and ulti-
_mately, 37th
. United Sta
1t _was the first time in the
185-year chain of presidents (hat
“a chief exccutive resigned hus of-
] y

“bresident Yields

And it was the first time that
" ths office would be filled under

the presidential succession de-
.creed by the 25th Amendment,
- ratified in 1967,

president of the -

s e e em -

¢ Virginian-Pilot

Norfolk, Portsmouth, Virginia -Bgach, Chesapeake, and Suffolk, Virginia, Friday, August 9, 1974

and Resigns

Dust Bowl 74 page 56

: A blistering drought is baking the Midwest grain belt, sear-
ing crops and bringing back memorics of the ravaging’ dust
bowl of the 1930s. Hopes for a bountiful harvest have disap
pcared.—and if heavy rains don’t come soon, the nation could
suffer its first cr in_history. Chicago bureaun chief
Frank Maier visited the droughtstricken region and talked 10

worried farmers. From his file and those of oth
" i
ents, Allan Mayer wrote the story. o
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DRIED-DUT KANSAS FARM LAND
Multibillion disaster.

68

First came the torrential rains of
spring, sweeping away thousands of
planted acres in the Midwestern grain
belt, gouging great creases in the fields
and delaying planting of new crops.

Then the rain stopped.and for well over

a month now, the suli has risen like a

“obright brass gong in a white sky, While
“Jays, then weeks passed without rain,
:ljg_sun parched the soil and left corn __ter arcas. At the Midwest Governors
stalks brittle, stunted and dead. From

the Dakotas southward to Texas, from
Kansas east to parts of Ohio, the most
baleful weather in a generation 1S Tais-

ing the specter of economic disaster for
Midwest farmers and the businessmen
who depend on lhcm@ﬂ'ﬁ&éﬁ’j@
is daily diminishing what ha n es-
timated would be a bumper yield of corn,
soybeans and other feed grains. Crops
of spring wheat, oats and barley are also
being reduced.

» "It’s the worst since 1934, says Ne-
braska Farmer Harold Buethe. Adds
Gary Luth of Ilinois: “Last year my soy-
beans were waist- to chest-high by this
time. Now they're only ankle- to knee-
high.” Unless there is a break in the ma-
licious weather this week, the corn crops
could be devastated; soybean plantings
will begin to burn up within weeks. Even
if the rains come soon, this fall’s hay-
vest is now all but certain to drop well
below amounts needed to restrain in-
flationary food prices. Says Jim Tippett,
an official of the Illinois Farm Bureau:
“We need hot, sticky weather now, with
plenty of rain, the kind of weather that
makes people suffer.” Last weck some
rain fell in the Midwest, but officials said

it was not enough to end the drought,
Shrinking income. In part becaus
lief and

of the drought. Agriculture Departmer
forecasts for the corn crop have been re-
vised downward, from 6.7 billion bu. in
May to 5.9 billion bu." two weeks ago.
Since then, conditions have grown
worse, and by last week the National
Corn Growers Association was predict-
ing that the corn harvest would drop
“significantly below™ 5.5 billion bu. »
5.6 billion last year.

In Nebraska, the state with the big-
gest crop damage, “dry land” farmers
{those without irrigation) reckon that
they have already lost 75%¢ of the 235
million bu. of corn they expected. Many
farmers are holding tight to whatever
grain they have, and a lack of feed for
Nebraska's record 7.5 million head of
cattle is hurting ranchers. In all, Ne-
braska’s farm income could shrink by
$2 billion this year. Losscs for Jowa and
Kansas are conservatively estimated at
$3 billion.

Dry weather is also punishing 1ii-
nois, where the soybean crop will prob-
ably fall 20% below earlicr expectations.
Farmers in Oklahoma are getting only
three cuttings of hay instead of five, and
the spring-wheat yield in North Dako-
1a is expected to be sharply reduced. The
Governors of Nebraska, [owa a Juth

“Dakola have declared their states disas-

Conference last week in Minneapotis, a
resolution was adopted urging the Ad-
ministration to expand farm disaster re-

DROUGHT AREA

(2] 250 500 mi.
TIME Map by W. Hortens

increase crop price-support
programs, which only last year were
reduced in order to boost production.
For small farmers, the drought could
be ruinous. For example, Kenneth
Grove, who invested heavily in weed
killers and fertilizers to work his 220
acres i Tecumseh, Neb,, has given up
on part of his crop and is now mowing
it to feed his 80-head dairy herd. On
the ather hand, many large and middle-
size farmers, who earned the bulk of the
$32 billion in agricultural income last
year, have enough financial protection
to tide them over. Indecd, many big
wheat farmers, who brought in their
winter haryvest before the drought struck,
stand to make a bundle because they
are holding back an unusually large pro-
portion of their crop until prices are
forced up still higher. Worst off are the
cattle raisers. who overproduced in re-
cent years in hopes of mgking plump

TIME, AUGUST 12, 1974



Nebraska farmer with'stunted corn: ‘First it’s too wet, then it’s too dry’

(%) The Dust Bowl of '74

he First Christian Church of tiny
Sheldon, Iowa, was jammed—but
not for the usual reasons. Seven hun-
dred farmers and townsfolk had gath-

ered_to pra

for_rain. Ngetra,dmp‘!@%
fallen _since early June, and the fields o
“Torthwestern JTowa weré baked hard,

~scarred with ugly zigzag cracks. The
“corn was stunted, the soybean plants
seared yellow. Hope for a bountiful
harvest had long since disappeared.
Without a lot of rain—and soon—there
might not be any harvest at all.

Sheldon’s prayers were answered last
week when half an inch of rain fell-but
it simply wasn’t enough. And so the Rev.
Nicholas Vogelzang is planning a sec-
ond pray-in for rain,

Sheldon is not alone in its plight. A

blistering drought _is _baking the vast
JPlains and prairics_of the Midwes o of the Midwest and
est, parching the Jund unmerciully

during what should be the prime grow-
ing season. To many farmers, it brings
back frightening memories of the 1930s
when the ravaging dust bowl cost hun-
dreds of thousands their land, their
farms and their futures. Even though
rain came to sections of the Midwest
late last week, it didn’t do much good.
Long-range weather forecasts are not
promising, and it is already probabl
too late to save billions of dollars’ wort
of corn, soybeans and wheat,

So far, a full 75 per cent of Nebraska's
non-irrigated corn has been damaged
beyond recovery, and the state’s hay
crop is expected to be a mere 30 to 40
per cent of normal, Nebraska Gov. L].
Exon, citing crop losses totaling more
than $2.2 billion, has declared his state a

56

disaster area. Iowa’s corn crop is expect-
ed to be as much as 40 per cent smaller
than last year's 1.2 billion bushels; in
some especially hard-hit areas, the har-
vest may be down a disastrous 70 per
cent, while soybean yield has fallen
more than 40 per cent. In North Dakota,
some counties estimate their wheat har-
vest could be as bad as a third of nor-
mal. “Unless the soybean and corn fields
get some rain soon,” warns commodity
expert Robert Raclin, “we could have
the first crop disaster in our history.”

For consumers, the drought will mean
higher food prices—perhaps drastic in-
creases in the case of meat and poultry.
What's more, the Nixon Administration’s
hope for cutting the inflation rate rests
heavily on the lower food prices that a
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A ’30s dust-bowl scene: New drought. ..

(" TURN FOR THE WORSE

Devastating weather is ruining crops, heip-
ing to push farm prices up once more.

PER GENT CHANGE
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Source: Economic Indicatoers, Jdune 1974 J

Fenga & Frayer

virtually no rain since June in_much of

bumper harvest would bring. Now, that “the Midwest Farm Belt and the prairics.:

prospect seems increasingly unrealistic. "Omaha recently had hfteen days i a-

When the President talked about big
crops to ease inflation, it was a lot of
baloney,” Raclin says bluntly.

Jump: Indeed, prices are already
turning up. The Agriculture Department
reported last week that prices of raw
farm products jumped 6 per cent be-
tween June 15 and July 15 after four
months of decline. Sharp increases in
farmers’ expenses for fuel, fertilizer and
other overhead account for part of the
rise, but the trend also reflects the first
impact of vastating weather that
has plagued this year's crops.

An unusually wet spring delayed

row of over-100-degree heat; the first_

seven months of this year probably will

furn_out to be the third driest in the

——

reather records have been
kept in Nebraska—drier even than 3

the worst Depréssion drought year.
What rain there has been has done
little good, It has either been light and
scattered or torrential and brief—too
brief to do more than run off the hard-
baked ground and evaporate. "It's so
dry you can start a fire just from a car
or truck muffler,” says Harold G. Gal-
laher of Kansas State University’s ex-
tension service. In Kansas last week,

planting of cormn and soybeans. Mang rural fire districts repo record 30
planted fields were washed out and had " pasture-land fires. South Dakota, too; 1

to be seeded twice, some three times.

But the wet spring was followed_ by a_

B St -
experiencing an_unusual number of prai

rie fires, "Pirst it’s too wef, then its foo

scorchingly dry summer. There has been dry,” grouses J. Orin Taylor, who fa_r‘r_ns

Newsweek




Virginian-Pilot,

Sunday, August 4, 1974

bun-Scorched Midwest

yﬁets

KANSAS CITY (AP) — Scat-
tered showers and some heavy
rains fell on the parched crops of
the Midwest in the last few days,
but most weather and agricultur-
al experts say they have not
brought substantial relief Irom
the drbught.
+.Not many of the rains mea-
sared more than half an inch,
and most of the showers left
barely more thau a trace of
moxsture

. From West Texas across south-_
east Colorado, Oklahoma, Kan--

sas, Nebraska, Missouri, Jowa,
Ilinois, and Indiana, many sec-
figns have had little ‘more than
an inch of rain since early June.

“This is truly a disaster,” Iowa

Gov. Robert Ray said on a tour
Friday from Council Bluffs to
Atlantic and Hastings in south-

west Towa.

Keith Bruce and his son David
took Ray into a cornfield on
their farm near Hastings and
showed him stalks on which no
ears had formed. The Bruces
grow 1,700 acres of corn, feed it
all to the cattle they fatten for

. market, and even in normal

years buy additional feed.
Normally they would have 4,-
000 to 5,000 head of cattle, but
because of the drought they have
cut back to 2,500 and are not re-
placing the ones they sell off.
“This' has such an adverse ef-

fect on many things — livestock,
main street, the consumer, the
world food picture — all are hurt
by this,” Ray said.

Iowa’s secretary of agriculture,
Robert Lounsberry, estimated

that the income of lowa farmers "

has been cut $1.6 billion from
reasonable expectations earlier
in the year.

The area which Ray toured is
expected to lose 70 per cent of
its corn production.

Towa did have some rains dur-
ing the week, up to 1%z inches in
a few areas. Buf there were only
traces in the areas whxch needed
it most. "

" A survey made at the request

Only a Drlbbie of Re]]ef

of Gov. J. James Exon, based on
conditions at the end of July,
showed that Nebraska’s farmers
have lost $2.2 billion to the
drought.

Paul Sindt, executive director
in Nebraska for the Agricultural
Stabilization and Conservation
Service and head of the gover-
nor’s drought-disaster commit-
tee, estimated that 89 per cent of
the corn grown on nonirrigated
land, 67 per cent of the sorghum
grains grown on nonirrigated
land, and 51 per cent of all soy-
beans have been lost.

Even in irrigated fields, ¢rops

-will be off 15 to 16 per cent be-

cause there -hasn’t been enough

* water,

Nebraska has had a few sprin-
kles in the last few days, even a
little more than an inch at the
little town of Orchard in the
northeast. The worst damage is
in the southeast.

Spotty rains did not do much
| good for Oklahoma, particularly
in its hard-hit west. The latest
estimates showed two-thirds of
Oklahoma's corn crop in poor to
* fair condition and 93 per cent of
its cotton and sorghums poor to
fair. Forty-one per cent of its
soybeans were still in good con-
ditior, but that was down from
75 per cent a week earlier,

Many areas in Missouri report-

ed showers in the 24 hours ended
at 7 a.m. Saturday, but reporting
stations in the big-crop farm
areas had little more than one-
tenth of an inch or none at all.

There was no rain across Kan-
sas, although the state has had
some light and scattered showers
in the last few days,

Frank Mosier, executive direc-
tor of Kansas’ Agricultural Stabi-
lization and Conservation
Service, said: “We need 2 to 3
inches of gentle, soaking rain ..,
when it sets in for two or three
days.!l

Kansas has written off most of
its corn not raised on irrigated

land, particularly in the eastern
third of the state. Soybeans have
been putting on few pods. Grain

- sorghums are stunted and their

heads have been filling out with
few kernels, if they have headed.
Good rains in another 10 days
would save some of the beans
and sorghums,

One thing that has helped a lit~
tle is a mass of cool air which
surged down over the farm belt
during the week. Many areas
marked all-time lows for an Aug.
3. :

s va help us hold on a little
longer,” Dallas Pickett said from
his 450-acre grain-and-livestock

farm at Stewartsville in north-
west Missouri. :
The state offices of the federal
government’s Livestock and
Crop Reporting 'Service will be
making reports Monday after-
noon on their weekly survey of
crop and pasture conditions,

They are couched in general
terms about the condition of
crops and pastures, as of the pre-
vious Saturday, and give an esti-
mate on the adequacy of soil
moisture, y

As of Aug. 1, the field offices
made crop surveys which will re-
sult in the first bushel estimates
on fall crops. Washington will
announce them Aug. 12.
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routh scorchmg
Amerwan mbdlands

By David Smothers
.. By Unifed Press Inte-national
, A MERCILESS, searing drouth is
drying up the midlands and it is prob-
ably too late to save billions of dollars
in crops and livestock.

- If rain, and lois of it, does not come
soon, the situation can only get a great
deal worse, state officials and experts
surveyed by United Press International
. 5aid.
¢ The drouth of 1974 probably will mean

climbing prices at the supermarkets.

don, Ia where the mlmster said there
has been no rain to speak of in 8 to 12
weeks.

Towa is the nation’s second state in
popeorn production and it looks as if 25
per cent of the state’s popcorn crop

-may be lost. Look for. higher popcorn
" prices.

Anthrax, a disease which comes with
drouth, is killing cattle from Texas to
the Dakotas. Crop-killing insect infesta-
tions have been reported at the same

- points. i i

Administration hopes for bumper crops”

which could drive down prices and still

. keep farmers happy seem sure to be
, disappointed in some of the nation’s
- richest farm and ranch country,

-

. condition since it began keeping records *

In Nebraska, there is talk that this
drouth could be worse than the disaster
years of the 1930s. Meteorologists have
speculated the summer’s sizzling dry
spell might be the start of such a
drouth cycle.

APPEALS FOR federal aid in the
form of easier farm loans and higher
prices are going out from state capitals.

E. L. Short, a rancher and representa-
tive in the Texas legislature, said,
“Without relief and an incentive for the
farmers and ranchers to stay in busi-

Conditions are approaching the crit-
icaL_ stage as far east as Ohio.

STATE OFFICIALS are glum In cal-
culating the costs so far and those to
come.

Texas Agriculture C’ommlssxoner John
C. White sald drouth damage there to
crops alone comes to at least $2 bil-
lion. Winter wheat production is the
lowest in seven years, he said, and,
“even.if the rains came today, it would
be too late for much of the cotton, grain,

" sorghum, and other row crops.'

ness and keep the supplv and demand

partially balanced, we have yet to see
what higher prices are really about.”
Already, Gov, J, James Exon of Ne-
braska has declared that state a drouth
disaster arca, There is frightening talk
of almost a zero corn crop in some
areas, .

GOV. BRUCE KING has declared a
state of emergency in New Mexico,
where the U, S, Department of Agricul-
ture says range land is in the worst

in 1922.

In the corn belt, many farmers have
despaired of bringing in a decent crop
and are chopping up their corn for
silage except in some areas there is
not much corn to chop,,

In Weston County, Wyo., the hay
crop is almost a complete loss and of-
ficials say ranchers have sold off 30 per
cent of their livestock because they
won't have enough money to make it

Nebraska's Exon said his estimate of
a $1 billion loss is probably conserva-
tive “because the situation is deteriorat-
ing so rapidly.” Feed shortages have
become so serious, that Exon ordered
hay growing along highway rights of
way to be cut and sold at auction.

The loss in Kansas was estimated at

. ahout $1 billion. Dryland wheat in New

Mexico is dead. Some Texas ranchers
are selling off all their herds because
of high feed costs and dry range condx-
tions,

™ CENTRAL Illinois, agricultural ex-
perts look for a'50 per cent cut iri crop

. yields on some farms.

thru the winter otherwise, The county

has been declared a disaster area.

HUNDREDS OF persons prayed for
rain at the First Christian Reform
Church in the rich farm town of Shel-

Altho the drouth is concentrated in
the plains, it is feared the corn and
soybean crop in northwest Ohio could

_be slashed by, half if rain does: not

come.

The Cleveland crop reporting service
of Murch and Co. advised last week,
“It is a disaster area in the {corn] belt.”

The cause is simple. It was a. wet
spring in the midlands. That delayed
planting and held down the acreage -
which could be planted. Then there was
no water,

Last weck, there had been no rain of
consequence in Kansas, aside from a
July 3 downpour, since June 12. It
was much the same elsewhere from the
southwest plains well into the Missis-
sippi Valley.
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He said he has unconfirmed ob<essed with Watergate that we

grman E. Borlaug, a No-_ reports of substantial winter kill play Watergate-Watergate while Vapust 1, 19%hi .0
Ze-winning food expert, in the Russian winter wheat inflation is ruining the world,” 4 5 & oy B s
/ mahththem‘%mn-cmmafmmrwmdlwﬂdaﬂmt1msﬂd ; to my Observer-sScientists:
- at the exient ol droughf” world prices. '
dtions™Tn the United States, GBorlaug s%oke at the Midwest  Borlaug won the Nobel Peace It is sad,..that the §I's
Jorlaug returned last week af- Governors Conference, joining Prize in 1970 for deve]opmg a = e T . ke
¢ nearly six months in Asia and Sen. Hubert wh. Humphrev. D- strain of wheat useful in under- tu e ! 3} ¢ to prove thelr
Jfrica, working on food projects -~Tinn., and others in a discussion _developed countries. point the "hard way" for
with developing nations. - .. of world food problems. . the human racc...i.o,,
. i .y Borlaug criticized the federal Speaking mostly in worldwide q“ﬂ.tbnu“mﬂtwnn S |
While his information is in- government for dealing inade- terms, Borlaug said food produc- 1a 1 * et M
complete, Borlaug said, "It quately with inflation. “It seems tion is barely keeping pace with lorld Drought, th let
doesn’t look promising.” to me we've become so damn the “populatlon monster.” ylace the water by
L S : R R = i 11l around the world
calling the shots" in order to prove for once and for all that I work for
and with the SI's (UF0 entities)...that they are real...and that I am their
very real human bridge, or 1link, to the human race.
just communicated with me,..and informed me that shortly, when I
Burope to omplete my migeicn for them. ..that they must further
brain (at one of the Buropean geographica locations outlined)
will be BLE TO HAVE ENCUGH T3Pi’ ’? ’?4- REPLACE RAINFALL ONTO THE
TARTI ER THE WORLD DROUGHT BECOMES SEVERE! Should anything stop me,
or happen to me,..then the surface of the earth will become a dried-ont,
nilivable (without water) crust.
1 trust...this gets over Lo you..,.,the gravity of the situation.
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More States Have Damage

From Drought; Aid Sought

By Ung P.z[l ‘?Mz:aflonll

South Dakota and Ohio Friday
Joined the growing list of states
sceking federal ald because of a
drought that has severely crip-
pled the nation's crop country,
causing an estimated $6 billion in
losses, :

Kenneth Rush, President Nix-
on’s chief economic adviser, said
the drought also will mean high-
er prices at the supermarkets.
“Food prices will be somewhat
higher,” he said. “‘It will not be
as good as we had hoped and ex-
pected.”

Administration officials had
hoped for bumper crops which
could drive down prices.

-« Gov. Richard Kneip of South

\,,D‘akota and Gov. John J. Gilli-
gan of Ohig asked the federal
.government_to “declare portions
oi their states disaster areas be-
cause of drought condmons

Knelp sald crop losses are total
in some areas and extremely
high in other portions of South
Dakota. Gilligan said the drought
already has destroyed one-third
of his state’s corn and soybean
crop and expressed concern for
the farmers.

On Thursday, Iowa Gov. Rob-
ert D. Ray asked Agriculture
Secretary Earl Butz to declare
Iowa a disaster area so farmers
hit by the drought could seek
federal assistance. The state
damage estimate, presently al
$1.6 billion, will go higher, Ray
predicted.

The drought picture across the
country x4 o
(O IIhnoxs_,-Com crop cut an es-
timated half a billion bustels;
state’s crop production down by
25 to 30 per cent,”

{_® Indiana} Agriculture experts

_ say state already has lost mil-

W

Vlswns of

lions of dollars and if rain came
now it could be “too late”.

-
.

® Kansasz State's dry land
corn has matured to the point
that rain. now cannot help it.

King has declared a st..te'of

Farmers predict a $1-billion loss, 4
Many have applied for disaster
relief payments.

The agriculture

commissioner is conducting a
statewide survey to determine
the extent of the drought. As of
now, he said, the farmers are in
bad shape.

* Damage estimate
is 51 billion, One of the first

states to seek emergency funds |
from the federal government. !/

Bruce

emergency, land is in
worst condition since 1922.

® Oklahoma'\ The drought and
the ¢allIeKIIMing disease anthrax
has forced farmers to market in-
hopes of getting what they can—
even if it means a loss.

QA s2:billion loss be-
ause ot the droughl

The hay crop in
portions of Wyoming is almost
completely lost, and ranchers in
some counties have sold 30 per
cent of their livestock.

- rr—
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Not Enough
Water

On the Dave Marple farm
south of Topeka, Kan.,

the milo that was planted
over-a month ago elther
has not qprouted or "is,
stunted.. If rain.fell on

~ this milo crop, Marple

could harvest 70 bushels -

per acre, but the problem

is that not enough water
is coming down. (AP)

V

Bowl Grow Daily

McLOUTH Kan. (UPI) —
John Bower sat sweating atop
his creaky, rust-red. 1945 tractor
and gazed at 80 acres of corn-
stalks scorched to a sickening or-
ange-yellow froni the worst
drought in 20 years.

“This isn’t as bad as the dust
bowl days in the 30s."" the crag-
gy-faced farmer said. climbing
down from the tractor.

“At least, it isn’t yet. But if we
don’t get rain in the next 30
days, it will be as bad, if not
worse."”

The tall, soft-spoken farmer
wore traditional blue-gray dunga-
rees with a matching hat. His
leathery skin wag brown from 35

years of working his land. He
walked grimly toward a scene

.that is now a common and dis-

quieting sight in eastern Kansas,

Thousands of rows of corn-
stalks, scorched to death by ex-
treme heat and dry winds, are
good only for livestock feed that
will bring a few dollars per acre.

Bower’s 200-acre farm, his
home and livelihood since 1939,
is tucked among the rolling
northeast Kansas hills known for
their rich soil and high moisture
content,

As in most areas of the corn
belt, only a few raindrops have
pitted the light brown dust since

July 3, the only day of significant
rain since early June.

Bower admitted that he and
his nelghbors were “‘spoiled” last
year with a good crop and high
prices. But most of the financial
gains enjoyed last year already
have been wiped out by the
drought.

“Farmers are always in debt
to someone,” Bower said, shuf-
fling out of his field on a wooden
leg caused hy a tractor accident
several years ago. “For the first
time last year, 1 was able to pay
off all my notes at the bank. But
this will put me right back where
I was before.”

" Bower waved at other flelds

holding about 100 acres of soy-
beans and milo — his only hope
left for a break-even year. Those
erops develop late in the season,
he said, and he planted them as
a precaution in case of drought,
Rain in the next two weeks

.would save those crops.

Despite the drought that most
state officials' are now calling a
disaster, Bower said he and his
farming neighbors aren’t ready
to quit farming yet. = ;

“Most of them have outside
j(‘bS » he said. “'So they can Keep
going. But I'm 62 years old, and
nobody wants someone my age.’
I'm too o'td to do much else than

farming.” %, e %
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Ramfall

Touches

-Mi_d].anés

By Uuited Press International

2

Gentle ram! ghe first in 33
;]ax,s touched the drought-sufier-
‘ ing_midlands Tuesday olfering
hope that at least some crops
may be salvaged.

Agricultural ‘experts said the
rain was too late to save most.
corn crops, but hoped that it
may be just enough to preserve
soybean and milo crops, giving
farmers a chance at least to
break even financially.

Fred Ostby of the National
Weather Service said the rain
was “gentle, the kind needed to
gradually soak into the ground
without much runoff.”

Areas touched by rain Tuesday
included Kansas, Nebraska, Tex-

Texas _ea_gn
far, and

orting multim-
i hillion-dollar losses in-
clude Missouri, North

Dakota, Qklahoma, Jowa, Illi-
fiois, Indiana, anesota. Ohxo,
ex

. ahoma, I New ico, and Wy-
oming. :

as, and Missouri. Kansas and

As the rain fell, officials stud-
ied ways to aid farmers and
ranchers — suffering through the

 _worst drought since the dust

'bowl days of the 1930s. e
Rep. William Scherle, R-Iowa,

' said_if the drought continued

Longress would have to pass
%nre;gsﬂmﬂuhngmmme
_help to farmers in_the form of
“disaster. loans. -
“‘Certainly these steps would
be mandatory to forestall a ca-
tastrophic depression which

would. wrench our mation.”
Scherle said.

Weather modification as an aid
to ending the drought will be dis-
cussed Friday in a U.S, Senate
Agriculture Committee hearing
in Lawton, Okla.

“Anyone who is interested in
finding ways to prevent or re-
duce the impact of a drought is
invited to attend this hearing,”
said Sen, Henry Bellmon, R-
Okla., who is conducting the ses-
sion.

Oklahoma Gov. David Hall,
saying farmers have been
“wiped out by this drought,”
asked that portions of his state
be declared disaster areas.

L e e e e
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'z..mion's richest farm and ranch
countcy. ;
«In Nebraska there is talk that
this drought could be worse than

he disaster years ol the I910S.

Wil b dibera | ('A'lv—féieorologisls have speculated
Bave MViong oL OO TS MCHWPE” e summer's suzling dry spell

angd hivestock. . “might_be the start of a drought
M rain, and lots of it, does not “cycle such as Nebraska sulfered
_come soon the situation canonly” In the 30s. ) .
get a great deal worse, state offi- Appenfs_'for [oderal-atd in the
form of easier farm loans and!

_cials and experts report in & sur-
vey by United Press International. - piope  brices are going out from
state capitols. E. L. ‘Short, a

. "_The drought probably will
rancher and representative in

mean climbing prices .at
the supermarkets. Administration the Texas legislature, said:
“Without relief and; an incentive

hopes for bumper crops, which
; et i b '
could drive down prices and still s(t);yﬂ'\i?l rsm;:qa:igagzggriﬁg

+keep farmers happy, seem sure supply and demand partially bal-
ta be disappointed in some of the anced, we have yet to see what

By DAVID SMOTHERS

Unitad Press Infernatlonal

; A merciless, searing drought is
l_drymg up the midlands and offi-

clatssay it is probably too late to

* down.”

higher prices are really about.”” Mexico, whepe th

ady, Gav. J. James Exon of

« Depart-

ment of Agriculture says range-

Nebraska has de

clared That Stﬁ_'_l_amd is in the worst condilion

v drought-dis

rea, There is

_since it began keeping records in

".Eri{_'htened talk of almost a zero 1922.

€orn crop in some areas.

In the corn belt, mény lérmers

Gov. Bruce King has declared have despaired of bringing ina

a stale of emergency in Mew dacent erop and are chopping up

,corn for silage, except that in
some areas there is not much
corn to chdp.

In_Weston County,@' the
hay crop T8 zlmost a complete
loss and officials say thal rancii-

“ers have sold off 30 per centof
their livestock because they
won't have enough money to
make it through the winter other-
wise. The county has been de-

clared a disaster area.

m Weatherford,
——

@”3) cattleman, said: “Hay

crops_are drying up. Pasture is

arying up. If it Keeps going then

—<¢afile will have to start going
Without rain in twa
weeks, he said, he will begin sell-

ing cattle at a loss of $50 to $100
a head.

“weeks.
weeks

Hundreds of peaple prayed for
rain at the First Christian Re-
form Church in _the rich farm
town of Sheldox where the
minister said thereé has been no

rain_to speak of in eight to I2

lating the costs so far and those

to gome,
(I‘gexas Agric mis-
sioner John C. White said

et

drought damage there to crops

alone comes to at least $2 hillion.

Tet " alone cattie losses.

Towa is the nation’s second: ™Wirfer wheat

state in_popcorn production and
it looks like up te 25 per cent of
the state’s popcorn crop may be
lost. Look for higher popcorn
prices. * pk“{ TR LCg.
which

: L
_Anthrax, ~ 3 _ discdse
comes with drought, is Kiling
aattle fronto the Dako-
tas, Crop-killing insect infesta-
tions have been reported in the

same areas,

" Conditions are approaching the
critical stage as far cast as'Ohio,
State officials ure glum in caleu-

roductign js the
Jowestin_seven years, /he said,

and, “even is the rains came to-
day, it would be too late for
much of the cotton, grain, sorgh-
um, and other row crops.” .

Nebraska's Exon said his esti-
mate of a $I-billion loss is proba-
bly conservative “because the
situation is deterioating so rapid-
ly." Feed shortages have
reached the point that Exon or-
dered hay growing along high-
way rights-of-way to be cut and
sold at auction,
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Jim Kuehi breaks op;n an ear of corn show- corn crop and has begun to chop the corn for
ing how little the corn has matured in the silage. The dry conditions caused Nebraska

Omaha, Neb., area_due to dry conditions. to declare the state a disas-
‘fiehl, along with man area farmers, ter area. (UPI) T

has gven up any hope of bri_r_lg?::g i#a decent ————
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Thomas Hopker—Waoodfin Camp

A brink-of-death existence in an area as large as the U.S.: Ethiopians devour emergency food rations

Africa’s Disastrous Drought

By ANDREW JAFFE

On the outskirts of Niamey, the capital
of Niger, 20,000 nomads cluster in a
pocket of disease and pestilence that
passes for a refugee camp, The smelly
four-day-old carcass vf a donkey rots in
the sun ncar the camp’s main waterhole,
and children—their bellies bulging from
untreated parasites—play nearby, “There
is almost no malnutrition here,” says a
complaisant Red Cross worker. But just
then several mothers pass by carrying
babics with yellowish hair_and skin like
papicr mdché. They are suffering from
marasmus—progressive emaciation,

At a camp in Dessiye, Ethiopia, 6,000
barefoot peasants huddle together for
warmth as they wait for food. Some are
half naked; others cling to rags so filthy
that they are alive with ;ﬁgs and lice.
Many of the children show signs of
pneumonia and tuberculosis, and much
of the eamp is afflicted with crippling
diarrhea. To while away the time, the
children make long whips out of hemp
and then lash cach other in cruel delight.

n camps across north-central Africa, 1.5
million men, women and children are
leading a brink-of-death existence, They
are refugees from the great drought that
has scourged sixteen African nations for
several years {map, page 59). At best
the camps provide the barest food and
alth care; at worst, they are hellholes,

But the Africans who inhabit the camps
are, in a way, the lucky ones. Another
million Africans have alrecady died of
hunger and disease. Five to 10 million
more are starving in the African bush or
the slums of drought-area towns. The
African drought is one of the great ca-
tastrophes of the twenticth century, And
the response of the world community
and the African governments themsclves
hag, in many ways, only compounded
the tragedy.

The drought began in the Sahcl-an
arid savanna that stretches across six
nations on the southern fringe of the
Sahara desert, The natives of the Sahel
are among the world’s poorest pcople—
ragged, cattle-raising nomads and sub-
sistence farmers. When the region’s
meager rainfall failed in 1968—the result
of a change in the global weather pat-
tern—25 million Africans were soon hard
pressed for a living. As the brutal dry
spell continued and desperate nomads
cut down trees and shrubs to feed their
starving cattle, the Sahara itself moved
southward at a rate of 30 miles a year,
Eventually the drought spread east into
the provinces of northern Ethiopia. “We
have eaten more sand this year than in
our thirteen years here,” one European
missionary in Western Niger told me.
“There is not enough vegetation to hold
back the desert.” Today, in an area the
size of the continental U.S., the streams

and watersheds of north central Africa
are dusty, rocky beds. Even Lake Chad,
one of Africa’s principal bodies of water,
has been reduced to a sea of mud and
small ponds.

The reaction to the drought is an un-
edifying tale of official incompetence
and inactivity. As herds dicd, hungry
Africans by the hundreds of thousands
began to drift to the edges of towns and
cities. But the pride—or terror—of the
governments concerned kept them from
admitting the scope of the problem or
sounding a timely alarm. This was partic-
ularly true in Ethiopia, where local offi-
cials long ago reported to the Cabinet
that a northemn famine had begun. When
frantic men, women and children fleeing
drought-stricken Wollo province ap-
seared near Addis Ababa, authorities
lu(.‘ked them up and left them to starve.
A military conp has since overthrown the
government of Ethiopia, and an investiga-
tion of this official indifference to the
famine is under way.

Hushed Up: To make matters worse,
the- vaunted “early warning system” of
the U.N. Food and Agriculture Organiza-
tion (FAO) first began reporting crop
failures and food shortages in the Sahel
in September 1972—years after they be-
gan, Though by then the situation was
critical, it was a full cight months before
FAO Director-General A.H. Boerma set

Catastrophe in the Sahel: Nomads
in Mali sift the desert, grain by grain,
for food air-dropped by French Army
planes. R e T
Alaln Nopaés—=Sypma
Newsweek, August 5, 19?:1:)
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ce-man Office of Sahelian Relief
fons (OSRO) in Rome. In the case
aiopia, fear of olfending Emperor
: Selassie even led UN, officials to

1 up field reports that drought and
ager were alfecting millions.

Not until last wutumn did the FAOQ
nd experts from major industrial states
survey the African drought region to
determine the needs of each nation. The
experts’ figures—showing a need for noar-
Iy a million tons of food grain—-were ac-
curate enough. But the FAO failed to
collate the data and organize a shipping
/ schedule for donor nations wuntil last

February., Why the delay? OSRO chief
J.V.A, Nehiemiab's answer was candid it
startling, “It's not such a long delay it
you take into account that we had to
break for the Christmas holiday,” he ex-
plained, And U.N. coordinator in Niger
Alexander Rotival lays blame at the
door of the donor nations themselves, “In
December and January we had almost
no food coming in" he says, “Was it
necessary for the donors to wait for us o
finish before they started shipping?”

This delay has certainly cost Tives.
And it has iocreased the relief bhill by
millious of dollars. In June, for instance,
the U.S. began an airlift of grain from
Bamnako to the wasted region of Mali
around Timbuktu. Early this year, when
the Niger River was navigable, supplies
could have been moved for about $80
per ton, But now Mali's food needs are
so nrgent that emergency measures have
become a necessity., According to the
IFAO, the airlift the U.S. has organized
way come to $900 u ton. And a truck
convoy that European natious have dis-
patched south across the Sahara from
Algeria will cost more than $200 a ton,

Badger: The relief effort that has been
mounted is gigantic in scope, More than
120,000 tons of food a month are Howing
from the US,, Europe and Asia to the
Alrican interior. A small hand of men
share credit for finally getting the opera-
tion off the ground. One is former 8.
Ambassador to Mali Robert Blake. The
State Department has never been overly
concerned with the small and nonstra-
tegic nations of north-central Africa, and
Blake had to badger Washington for six
months to shake loose funds for Malian
disaster relief. Stephen Green, an Ameri-
can working for UNICEF, the U\N, chil-
dren’s agencey, is the man responsible for
first exposing the extent of sturvation in
northern Ethiopia. (The U.N. has siuce
told Green, in effect, that his career as un
international civil servant is probably fin-
ished.) And indefatigable Trevor Page,
OSRO's 33-year-old British logistics of-
ficer, has managed to bully donors into
line, break through bottlenecks all over
Africa and personally set in motion the
trans-Sahara truck convoy across Algeria.

But enormous problems remain, The
food en route is grossly inadequate for
the Africans’ needs. And many drought
victims are now so weakened from lack
of nourislunent that they are dying of
simple afilictions like diarrhca, In the

Newsweek, August 5, 1974

Henrl Bureau—=Syzma

Touo little, 1oo late? : A West German helicopter brings food to Ethiopia

- Atlantic -

- '*é%r.ﬂ"" 85

i i

5
hz-'lf.:“ T

\_ c‘g?"“tﬁj$ B A

¥

Fei, AID's regional coordinator
for Africa. One partial solution
would be to resettle nomadic
tribes on newly developed farm-
land. But that idea is hound to
meet  with  resistance from
the womads themselves. “We
would rather die than leave
the desert,” the son of one
Tuareg chief in Niger told me.

Reticent: African govern-
ments  are  not  enthusiastic
about joint, long-range plan-
ning cither, Each is pursuing
its own interest and when a
master plan is sugeested, offi-
cials react minch like Senegal's
Planning  Minister, Ousmane
Seck, “What we are afraid of,”
says Scck, “Is that some of the
developed countries will im-
pose priorities on us that only

Famine belt: Only the strong will survive

meantime, 200,000 tons of grain are
stacked at the ports of West Africa
waiting to be distributed. When I toured
the area, some of the food had already
rotted from finproper warchousing. Much
of the blune }m' this lies with the Afri-
cuns themselves. Reeently, for example,
the FAQ diseovered that food bound
for Chad was stalled at the Nigeria-
Chad border. The reason: the wife of
Chad’s President owns the national truck
monopoly and she wanted to ferry the
food inte Chad on her own lrucks—at
twice the going freight rate.

Furthermore, current relief projects
deal only with short-term needs. In the
view of experts, a coordinated master
plan for water conservancy and land use
is what north-central Africa really needs.
That, of course, would be very costly,
“What is required is probably $10 billion
over a 25-year period,” says Dr, Edward

benefit their economies.”

Within the next few weeks,
the need to solve Africa’s wa-
ter crisis will be dramatically
highlighted by nature. The scanty rains
that annually water the Sahel and
neighboring regions will descend in a
sudden flood. The torrent will wash
out roads—and thus make the delivery
of relief even harder, And ironically, if
the rainy season amounts to anything
this year, it may actually leave the Afri-
cans worse off than a eontinued drought
would. For the chances are that a
marginal crop will emerge from an ex-
tended rainfalﬂ. And then the world com-
munity, which is already tiring of its
$300 million African relief effort, may
seize the occasion to ignore the cata-
strophic drought and its victims. “What
worries me,” says one British relief work-
er in Upper Volta, “is that this year’s rain
may be a bit better, Then interest in
the Sahel will dim. And people will forget
the African drought before any perma-
nent solution has got started.”

Don dMackay
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