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I crossed 16th Street one evening to see granpa. (ranpa Owens (John
M. Owens) at that time had worked his way up from waterboy, at 15 cents
a week, in the Indiana Timestone Guarries...to manager of one of the
nearby limestone guarries (in years to come he became Vice President of
Indiana Limestone; invented methods of cutting out tons of limestone
from the ground; invented dyes for coloring the stones; many of the
famous statues in Washington, D.C., came fron granpa's genius and

ingenuity.,)

This particular evening granpa had come home from working in the stone
quarry, had washed and shaved, and was in the kitchen looking at a

small white lizard which he had placed inside a container. "Look here,
T.," he said to me, smiling, his pipe clenched between his teeth, "I
saved open a big block of limestone today and found this live lizard
inside the solid rock in a pocket in the stone," He poked the lizard
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he couldn't understand how it could live, sealed inside that pocket
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or thousands of years old. He estimated that water managed to seep
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But it was alive, and I watched it, fascinated, It was white, with
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Similar, but more €x-
treme, conditions were
found on Mars by two Amer-
ican Viking spacecraft,
which in 1976 searched un-
successfully for conclusive
signs of microbial life. But
the unmanned craft were not
designed to crack open
rocks and peek inside.
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Cuban-Soviet
Ethiopia Role
Increasing?

Los Angeles Times
Washington Post Service

WASHINGTON — The White House
and the State Department Friday in-
creased their estimate of the number
of Cuban troops involved in the fight-
ing between Ethiopia and Somalia and
charged that the Soviet army general
is directing Ethiopian troops in an
important combat area.

At separate news briefings, Zelg-
niew Brzezinski, the White House na-
tional security adviser, and Hooding
Carter, the chief State Department
spokesman, both put the number of
Cuban troops now aiding Ethiopia ap
more than 10,000.

Two weeks ago, Secretary of State
+ Cyrus R. Vance said there were 2,000
Cuban troops involved in a '‘combat
role” in Ethiopia. Last week, the State
Department increased that estimate 1o
5,000 troops.

At the White House, Brzezinski also
asserted that Soviet Army Gen. Vasilly
I. Petrov “is in direct command" of
Ethiopian troops, augmented by some
Cubans,inthe Hararregionof the
country. He said he did not know how
long Petrov has been in Ethiopia.

Brzezinski also said that the Soviet
Union has supplied Ethiopia with 400
tanks, and two MIG fighter planes. The
Cubans fighting on the Ethiopian side
are organizing themselves into two
infantry brigades and one mechanized
brigade, he said.

i nion, formerly allied
4 wﬁ%usn?:‘lﬁr. Sr;u‘i::;h&d sides last year
after the United States cut off military
aid to Ethiopia and has since pcqurgd in
about $800 million in military equip-
ment to the African country.

In recent weeks, the United States
'has steadily increased its estimates of
Soviet and Cuban involvement in the
conflict. Two weeks ago, the State
,Department said there were 1,000 So-
viets, including some pilots, in Ethio-
pia,

Friday's estimates of the number of
Cuban troops varied slightly. At the
State Department, Carter put it at
“8,000 to 10,000 plus,”" while Brzezin-
skisaid there are 10,000to0 11,000
Cuban troops in Ethiopia.

The Harar region, where Petrov is
said to be directing Ethiopian military
operations, is part of the Ogaden, an
area about the size of Oregon inhabit-
ed by ethnic Somalis. Last summer,
Somali forces captured most of the
area from Ethiopia, which with heavy
Soviet and Cuban backing is now seek-
ing to regain the territory.

U.S. policy calls for a cease-fire in
the region, followed by a negotiated
settlement of the territorial dispute,
the withdrawal of Somali troops from
Ethiopia and the withdrawal of all
Cuban and Soviet military personnel
from the conflict.
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- Physicist Says 21-Minute
Coast-to-Coast Ride Possible

U Fo Wers

PROPOSED TRANSCONTINENTAL SUBWAY

WASHINGTON (UPI) — A

physicist who said it really
isn't as far-fetched as it

200-passenger cars zipping

h_'ansqnntinentpl subway across the country up to
ride in 21 minutes? That's 14,000 miles per hour in
the proposal of a Rand Corp. underground vacuum tubes,

riding a wave of magnetic
fields as a surfboard rides

Los Angeles, San Francisco
and San Diego; from Dallas
to Little Rock, St. Louis and
Chicago: from Chicago fto
New York with a stop In
Cleveland and additional
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Robert Salter told a2 meeting  increase your weight by 40 and airports. Aircraft would >
of the American Assn. for per cent, he said it might be cover areas of the nation not
the Advancement of Science. desirable to hold the speed - linked by the super subway. |
His proposed systemis to 6,000 mph. A cross-coun- - . [, of — ' tGEND
still just in the idea stage. try trip then would take 54  Salter said the bullet- J e
But he said there’s no reason  minutes. shaped planetran cars would A weme | PROPOSED ROUTE
it shouldn't work, provided  Salter’s proposed route be much more efficient than (l SYSTEM
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